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1. Introduction 

1.1 Background 

Site A23M 
Number: 

D.O. 
Number: 

Response CERCLA 
Authority: 

Response EPA 
Lead: 

NPL Status: NonNPL 

Contract 
Number: 

Action Memo 
Date: 

Response Type: Time-
Critical 

Incident Removal 
Category: Action 

Operable Unit: 



Mobilization 
Date: 

Demob 
Date: 

Comple ion 
Date: 

CERCLIS 
ID: 

N 0002 665BCRIS D: 

ERNS No.: 

FPN#: 

State 
Notifica ion: 

Reimbu sable 
Accoun #: 

1.1.1 Incident C 
emoval Assess emoval Act on 

rinity Cern tery in L wiston, 
ew York. The o erall pro erty is appr ximately 31.5 acres 

· n size and is ow d by Di ine Mercy oman Ca holic 
arish of Niagara Falls NY The main rea (Are 1) of 
bserved contami ation is .91 acres. rea 1 is 1 cated in 
he northwestern ortion o the proper on a rela ively flat 
nd slightly eleva ed grass field, as w 1 as on e isting 
oadbeds. Anoth r area of dentified c taminati n is on the 
outheastem part f the pro erty. This rea is ap roximately 
.5 acres in size. ere is o e building n site, w ich is 
tilized both as a esidence and cemete mainte ance 
acility. The HTC site is bo dered: to th north an east by 
nterstate 190; to he south y the Gates of Heave 
emetery; and to he west y Robert A enue and a 

esidential area. 

· ston, NY 1 092 

1.1.2.2 Descripti n of Thr at 
nsecured radioa tive slag material in publican 

ccessible prope . The c ntaminants f conce are 
adium-226 and adium-2 8. 

1.1.3 Preliminar Remov I Assessme 
nspection Resul s 

n a 1978 U.S. D artment fEnergy a rial radio ogical 



In February 1980, the New York State epartme t ofHealth 
Bureau of Radiological He lth and the iagara C unty 
Health Department conduc ed a radiolo ical surv y of the 
HTC site to identify areas f elevated r dioactivi as a result 
of radioactive slag having een used on the prope for fill. 
The survey was conducted ased on in£ rmation at the slag 

sed at the cemetery was fr m the sam source u ed at two 
other locations in nearby N agara Falls, which ha been 
identified by the NYSDOH as containi g elevate levels of 
radioactivity. During the s ey, cemet ry perso el showed 

YSDOH a slag pile locat d near the c retaker's garage in 
the western portion of the operty. Ce etery per onnel 
stated that this slag was us d as fill for he cemet ry roads 
throughout the property. 

Additionally, the slag was sed as fill £ r the bas of two 
roposed roadbeds that ext nded appro imately 500 to 600 

feet from the caretaker's g age northw st towar Robert 
Avenue. At the time of the urvey, the onstructi n of these 
roads had been abandoned. The underl ing slag b se was 
covered with an unknown ount of so 1 and was left as an 
open field. 

In October 2006, the New ork State epartmen of 
Environmental Conservati and theN. agara Co nty Health 



In May 2007, NYSDEC vi ited the site o identif 
contamination in an on-site debris pile sing gam a-ray 
spectroscopy. A 5-minute s atic readin was take ; radium-
226 was the only nuclide i entified. An additiona similar 
analysis was conducted on ne of the r adbeds, c nfirming 
the presence of thorium-23 . 

During a reconnaissance p formed by he NYS OH and 
YSDEC in July 2013, scr ening activ ties show d radiation 

levels at the HTC site alon the roadwa and alo g the back 
roadway leading to offsite ith radiatio levels u to 51 
J.1Rihr in the roadway with he pressuriz d ion ch mber (PIC) 
and up to 50,000 cpm with he sodium i dide (N ) 2x2 
detector. 

The Holy Trinity Cemetery Site (Site) as referr d to the 
EPA by the NYSDEC and YSDOH o July 21, 013. No 
other removal actions have een taken y other g vemment 
or private parties prior to t · s request. 

From December 2013 thrmgh May 2014, EPA P e-Remedial 
conducted preliminary asse sment at th Site. Th program 
concluded that the Site did ot meet the minimu criteria to 

e eligible for the inclusio on the EPA National riorities 
List (NPL) for remediation. However, i was deci ed that 
there was a need for EPA t perform fu her asse sment at 
the Site to determine if an ction under he Remo al Program 
is warranted. 

In August 2015, the USEP Region 2 emoval 
Health Physicist Nguyen a d Weston c nducted 

ogram, 
rther 



2. Current Activities 

2.1 Operations Section 

ent of 
or this 

radiological assessm 
roperty. The goal £ 

extent of contamina 
extend beyond the c 

tion (i.e 
ontami 
ogram), 
cts (i.e. 
don/the 
rna cor 

y Pre-Remedial Pr 
contamination impa 
elevated levels of ra 
outside areas of gam 
and perimeter ident 
radon levels in the b 

ified. T 

2.1.1 Narrative 

From July 14, 2016 
tasks/events occurre 

uilding 

througl 
d: 

at Nia~ • Mobilize back 
August 1, 201 6. 

2016, r<: • On August 1, 
Area 5 residen 
system sampli 

ce (pos 
ng). 

• On August 4, 
from Area 5 a 

2016, r 
nd sent 
'2016, 
. All re 

• On August 10 
were received 
4.0 piC/L acti on level 

'2016, 
mmast 

• On August 10 
requested a ga 
outside proper 

'2016, • On August 18 
Street requeste 
and outside pr 

d a gan 
operty 

• On August 18 
identified and 
location was s 

'2016, 
sample 
am pled 

2.1.2 Response Act ions to 

16, the • On June 5, 20 
installed at Ar ea 5 res 

2.1.3 Enforcement Activit 

he interior a 
ssessment v 
. how far do 
ation area c 
as well as, 
are workers 
ron or loose 
taminated n 
~ere were n< 

August 21, 

ara Falls Be 

don caniste 
installation 

fidon caniste 
o the labora 
adon canist 
~ult values v 

resident or 
rvey ofinsi 

~second res 
~rna survey 

ix soil poin 
~from Area 
along Robe 

!Date 

adon mitiga 
dence. 

es, Identicy 

nd exteric r of the 
as to dete rmine the 
~s the con amination 
fconcem determined 
etermine ·nterior 
patrons e posed to 
contamin ~tion). The 
aterial W( reverified 
elevated gamma or 

2016 the allowing 

ulevard S te on Site 

were dro pped off at 
of radon mitigation 

were pic ked up 
ory. 
r results or Area 5 
ere welll elow the 

Roberts~ treet 
e their he me and 

dent on R oberts 
)f inside t ~eir home 

locations were 
5 and one soil point 
ts Street. 

ion syste ~was 

ofPoten ially 



Responsible Parties (PRP ~) 
EPA Enforcement team is c ctively rese rching Pc tentially 
Responsible Parties 

2.1.4 Progress Metrics 

Waste 
Stream 

Medium Quant tyManifes't Treatm ntDispos 
# 







2.2 Planning Section 

2.2.1 Anticipated Activitit s 

• Schedule ~amma! urveys at two Rob ~rts 
Street resi ~ences requested by prop ~rty 
owners). 

• Potential c: dditiom I gamma! urvey 
assessme ~tin res dences al >ng Rob ~rts 
Street. 



2.3 Logistics Section 

2.4 Finance Section 

2.2.1.1 Planned Respor se Activiti es 
No planned res~ onse ac ivities 

2.2.1.2 Next StE ps 
Action Memo Fi ~alizatior . 

2.2.2 Issues 

Schedule gamm a survey~ 
Schedule gamm a survey~ 

No information a ailable a this time. 

2.4.1 Narrative 
On March 24, 20 6,ERRD Director gr nted ave bal 
authorization in tl e amoun of$150,00( .00 with 
$120,900.00 for n itigation o conduct a n emerget cy 
CERCLA Remov ~1 Action. 

Estimated Costs "Budget€ dTotal To Remain· ng 0/o 
Date Remainin~ 

Extramural Costs 

ERRS- $120,90 D$ID1 ,233.15 $49,666. ~5 41.08% 
Cleanup 
Contractor 

TAT/START $29,100. 00 $880.00 $28,220. po 96.98% 

Intramural Costs 

Total Site $150,00 O$JD2,113.15 $77,886. ~5 51.92% 
Costs 

* The above accounting of expenditures is an estimate based 
on figures known to the OSC at the time this report was 
written. The OSC does not necessarily receive specific 
figures on final payments made to any contractor(s). Other 
financial data which the OSC must rely upon may not be 
entirely up-to-date. The cost accounting provided in this 
report does not necessarily represent an exact monetary 



2.5 Other Command Staff 

3. Participating Entities 

figure which the government may include in any claim for 
cost recovery. 

No information available at this time. 

No information available at this time. 

4. Personnel On Site 

No information available at this time. 

5. Definition of Terms 

No information available at this time. 

6. Additional sources of information 

No information available at this time. 

7. Situational Reference Materials 

No information available at this time. 


